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The Billericay & Little Burstead Team Ministry 
 

  Christ Church, Emmanuel, Saint John the Divine, Saint Mary Magdalen, Billericay 
Saint Mary the Virgin, Little Burstead 

  

Annual Parochial Church Meeting at Christ Church commencing at 
7.30pm on 19th May 2025 

 
 Agenda  
  

1.Statement that due notice for the Annual Parochial Church Meeting has been given 
2. Opening Prayers 
3. Appointment of a clerk to the meeting 
4. Receive any apologies for absence 
5. The PCC Chair 

   
 Looking Back: Reports on the Past Year 

  

6. Receive for approval the minutes of the preceding 2024 APCM and Reconvened 
APCM. 
7. Consider any matters arising from those minutes   
8. Presentation of the Combined Accounts for the Parish. DEFERRED as parish 
accounts have not yet been finalized.   
9. Receive reports from the Billericay and Little Burstead Team Churches. These 
form part of the Trustees Report which will be published when the accounts 
are available.  
10. Receive PCC Secretary’s Report for 2024/5 
11. Receive a report on the Electoral Roll for the Parish 
12. Receive a report on the proceedings of the Basildon Deanery Synod 
13. Receive reports on the various activities of the Billericay and Little Burstead Team 
Ministry 
14. Receive a report of the Churches Together in Billericay 
 
NB. Questions may be asked about any of the above reports.   
  
 Looking Ahead: Elections for the Year to Come 

  
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting is adjourned, and the Meeting of Parishioners 

convened: 
  

15.Election of Churchwardens to the Parish. 
  

The Annual Meeting of Parishioners is closed, and the Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting is reconvened: 

  
16.Announcement of those elected at the Annual District Church Meetings  
as representatives to PCC and DCC  
17.Announcement of those elected at the Annual District Church Meetings as 
Electoral Roll Officers  
18.Announcement of those elected at the Annual District Church Meetings  

as Planned Giving Officers, Safeguarding Representatives, Lead Recruiters, and 
Stewards.  
19. Announcement of those elected at the Annual District Church Meetings as 
representatives to Churches Together in Billericay    

20.Appointment of a Team Deputy Churchwarden with responsibility for SMM  
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21.Appointment of a Treasurer with responsibility for Saint Mary Magdalen.  
22 Appointment of Parish Electoral Roll Officer      
23.Appointment of a Treasurer to the PCC  
24.Appointment of a Wedding & Funeral Fees Coordinator  
25. Appointment of a Chair and Vice Chair to the PCC for 2025/2026  
26. Appointment of Independent Examiner  
27. Questions and Comments: This is an opportunity to raise issues or comments 
28. Thanks - CC . 
29. Closing Prayers. 
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Minutes of the Billericay and Little Burstead  Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting held at Emmanuel on 13th May 2024 commencing at 19:30pm 

 
Present 

Christine Coe  Paul Furneaux Amanda Furneaux Jim Rose 
Rupert Hankey Chris Davis Jim Henshaw Pauline Woolnough 
Sarah Hirst Maureen Bowles Pauline Randall David Bowles 
Robert Masters Linda Russ Derek Hill Brenda Hill 
Jonathan Morley Christine Williams Maureen Baker Pete Fisher  
Merrill Knight Robert Lewis Les Sheppard Sue Stevens 
Sandra Healy Phil Alcock Lydia Willis  

Apologies Received 
Val Sheppard Christine Morley Gill & Den Whitehouse Richard & Juliet 

Shipton 
Jennifer Anderson Alan & Anita 

Morgan 
Catherine Benbough Margaret Fowler  

 

1. Welcome: As PCC Vice Chair, Christine Coe welcomed everyone and advised that due 
notice for the APCM had been given.  

2. Prayers: Christine opened the meeting with the prayer for the APCM.  

3. Clerk: Christine Coe proposed that Maureen Baker be appointed Clerk to the Meeting, 
seconded by Phil Alcock, Carried unanimously. 

4. Apologies: – refer above table 

5. Annual report from the PCC Vice Chair. Christine said that she had nothing to add to her 
report on page 2 of the Trustees Report 
 

6. Receive Minutes from 2023 APCM and reconvened APCM meetings: The minutes of the 
APCM meeting held on Sunday 28 May 2023 and reconvened APCM meeting on Sunday 9 July 
2023 were proposed by Robert Lewis, seconded by Christopher Davis, 7 Abstentions and 
motion Carried  
 
7. Matters arising: – There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 

8 and 9. Trustees Report and Annual Accounts: Deferred until the reconvened APCM, when 
the accounts have been received back from Edmund Carr. Les Sheppard reported that he had 
all the information and was giving a final look at the consolidated accounts prior to sending 
them to the examiners. 

10. Receive a Report from the Billericay and Little Burstead Team Churches. All team 
reports were available online. Proposed by Christine Coe, seconded by Sandra Healy, carried 
unanimously.  

11. Receive a report on the proceedings of the Basildon Deanery Synod. Report received.  
Proposed by Merril Knight, seconded by Jim Rose, the motion was carried. 
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12. Receive reports on the various activities of the Billericay and Little Burstead Team 
Ministry Reports received. Proposed by Pete Fisher, seconded by Rupert Hankey, motion 
carried unanimously. 

13. Receive a report of Churches Together in Billericay:  Report received.  Proposed by 
Pauline Randall, seconded by Jonathan Morley, motion carried unanimously.  

14. Receive a report on the Electoral Roll for the Parish:  For church numbers refer APCM 
booklet. Overall, there had been a decrease of 23 members on the parish electoral roll since 
2023, now 298.  This was proposed by Paul Furneaux and seconded by Christine Williams. The 
motion was carried unanimously. 
Christine Coe thanked Amanada Furneaux for all her work as Parish Electoral Roll Officer. 
  
Pauline Randall said that she had sent a Chaplaincy Report to Alan Morgan for inclusion  
in the Trustees Report, but it had not been included. Christine Coe said she would speak with 
Alan and it would be included in the Trustees Report to be presented to the Reconvened APCM. 
 

Looking Ahead: Elections for the year to come.  

The APCM was adjourned, and a meeting of Parishioners convened.  

15.   Election of churchwardens to the parish as follows: 
Two Church Wardens can be nominated from each church. Nominations received were, 
 

Christ Church Christopher Davis Jennifer Anderson 
Emmanuel Christine Coe Vacancy 
St John the Divine Paul Furneaux Linda Russ 
St Mary the Virgin Sandra Healy Vacancy 

 
Motion to confirm nominations was Proposed by Maureen Baker, seconded by Lydia Willis, 
Carried unanimously. 

The Churchwardens would be appointed at the Archdeacon’s Visitation at Great Burstead on 
Tuesday 25 June 2024 at 7pm.  

The meeting of Parishioners was closed and the APCM was reconvened.  

16. Remind everyone of those elected at the Annual District Church Meetings as 
representatives to Deanery Synod in 2023 for a three-year term. 
Representatives were appointed last year for a three-year term. Churches which are short of 
Deanery Synod representatives can co-opt someone on at a DCC meeting. 
  
17. Announcement of those elected at the Annual District Church Meetings as 
representatives to PCC and DCC. 
Refer 2024 Election Results attached. Various errors on the list were pointed out, these would 
be corrected and presented to the Reconvened APCM. (see attached list, Alan). 
 
18. Announcement of those elected at the Annual District Church Meetings as Electoral 
Roll Officers. Refer 2024 Election Results in annual report. 
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19. Announcement of those appointed at the Annual District Church Meetings as Planned 
Giving Officers, Safeguarding Representatives and Lead Recruiters, and Stewards. Refer 
2024 Election Results in annual report. 

20. Announcement of those elected at the Annual District Church Meetings as 
representatives to Churches Together in Billericay. Refer 2024 Election Results 

21. Appointment of Team Deputy Church Warden with responsibility for St Mary Magdalen:  
No one has volunteered to stand for election – position remains unfilled. Any legal decisions 
about SMM are taken by the PCC. 
 
22) Appointment of a Treasurer with responsibility for St Mary Magdalen. 
Sue Oakley was not at the meeting and had not been approached about continuing as 
Treasurer. She would be asked and the Reconvened APCM would need to ratify accordingly. 
 
23. Appointment of Parish Electoral Roll Officer  
Amanda Furneaux had agreed to again take it on for a further year.  
Proposed Linda Russ, seconded by Sue Stevens, Carried unanimously.  

24. Appointment of a PCC Treasurer:  
Les Shepherd and Robert Lewis both agreed to continue jointly in this role. 
Proposed by Christine Williams, seconded by Pete Fisher, carried unanimously.  
 
25. Appointment of a Wedding and Funeral Fees coordinator:  
It was thought that Maria Foyster was prepared to continue in this role for a further year. She 
was proposed by Chris Davis and Seconded by Les Sheppard. Proposal carried unanimously. 
Les Sheppard would double-check that Maria was happy. 
 
26. Appointment of a Vice-Chair to the PCC for 2024/2025 
It was the turn of Christ Church to fill this role and Christopher Davis had put his name forward. 
Proposed by Christine Coe, seconded Robert Lewis, carried unanimously.  

In the absence of a Team Rector, it would be helpful to have a back-up, something which  
Jennifer Anderson was willing to do if needed.  

27. Appointment of Independent Examiner  
The Treasurers are happy to continue with Edmund Carr.  The motion to retain them was 
Proposed by Rupert Hankey and Seconded by Robert Masters. It was carried unanimously. 

 
28. Questions and Comments: 
Following discussion during item 17 about who could be considered to be a DCC member and 
who was already on DCC by virtue of another role (e.g. a Lay Minister), Les Sheppard sought to 
clarify the issue of whether the DCC Treasurer is automatically on DCC, by referring to section 
M20 in the Church Representation Rules. This says that where the person appointed as 
secretary or treasurer is not a member of the DCC, he or she does not become a member 
merely because of holding the office in question but may be co-opted on. 
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29. Churchwarden’s Statement:  
On behalf of everyone, but particularly the BLBTM Churchwardens, Paul Furneaux said it had 
been his privilege to work alongside Christine Coe and thanked her for stepping up into the PCC 
Vice Chair role on Paul Carr’s departure from Billericay. She has various church roles both 
inside and outside of the Parish and we all owe her our gratitude. 
  
30. The meeting closed in prayer. Christine Coe invited all present to share the Grace. 

Christine thanked Maureen for minuting the meeting. 

The APCM was adjourned and deferred to a later date, to receive the Accounts and Trustees 
Report. 

Christine thanked everyone for attending the meeting and closed it. 

 

Approval of 2023 Parish Accounts and Trustees Report at a Reconvened 
APCM 

Held at Christ Church on 11th November 2024 at 7.30pm 
 

 

1.  Welcome: Chris Davis, PCC Vice Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2.  Chris asked for confirmation that the appropriate due notice had been given to each 
church for the reconvened APCM. The Church Wardens all confirmed it had. 

3. Chris summarised by advising that the Annual Church Meeting had taken place 13th May 
2024 without the accounts as these had not yet been scrutinized by an independent 
examiner. Approval of the Trustees report was also deferred The APCM took place in May to 
comply with church law deadlines for holding an APCM. It has now been reconvened to 
conclude APCM business for 2024 following finalization of the accounts. The scrutinized 
accounts had been circulated by email to all PCC members for review and approval. This 
was to meet the Charity Commission’s deadline for filing accounts. The email motion to 
accept the accounts was circulated on 23rd October 2024 and a response request for 28th 
October 2024 was asked for. From the 26 members who are authorized to vote, 23 votes 
were received in favour of the motion, no abstentions or rejections and 3 people did not vote.  

Present at the Meeting 

Alan Morgan Paul Furneaux Robert Lewis Pauline Woolnough 

Sue Oakley Christine Coe Sandra Healy Sarah Hirst 

Val Sheppard Les Sheppard Paul Hunt Jim Rose 

Jennifer Anderson Catherine Benbough Pete Fisher Margaret Fowler 

    

Apologies 

Maureen Baker  Linda Russ Merrill Knight Phil Alcock 

Robert Masters Christine Williams Pauline Randall  
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The meeting went on to discuss the Trustees Report. The following errors were identified in 
advance of the meeting, 

● page 1 of the Trustees Report (the third page of the document), where, just above 
the 'Public Benefit' section, it should say that the PCC "... has the final say on 
expenditure over £5,000 ...", not £2,000.  

● Linda Russ should be shown on page 9 as SJD Churchwarden from April 2023, not 
to April 2023. She is correctly shown as 'from April 2023' on page 10. 

● Ken Flack stood down as SMV Churchwarden in April 2022, so should not be listed 
as Churchwarden for 2023 (on both page 9 and page 10). 

● Instead, Ken should be shown as a SMV PCC Representative to April 2023. 
● Maureen Baker should be listed as an Emmanuel Deanery Representative from 

April 2023. 
● Alan Morgan should be listed as an Emmanuel PCC Representative from 

November 2023. 

 Alan advised that these amendments would be incorporated into the Trustees report. No 
further comments or questions were raised. The motion to accept the Trustees Report with 
the above amendments was proposed by Christine Coe and seconded by Sandre Healy. It 
was passed unanimously. 

As there was no further APCM business to discuss the meeting was closed by Chris Davis.  

 

Approved by------------------------------------------------   Date---------------------------- 
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2025 ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING ELECTIONS 

 
CHRIST CHURCH EMMANUEL SAINT JOHN THE 

DIVINE 

SAINT MARY THE 
VIRGIN 

DEANERY  SYNOD 2023-
2026 

DEANERY  SYNOD 2023-
2026 

DEANERY  SYNOD 2023-
2026 

DEANERY  SYNOD 2023-
2026 

Jennifer Anderson 
Catherine Benbough 
  

Maureen Baker 
Christine Coe 
Merrill Knight 

Jim Rose 
  

Sarah Hirst 

CHURCH WARDENS 
(year started) 

CHURCH WARDENS 
(year started) 

CHURCH WARDENS 
(year started) 

CHURCH WARDENS 
(year started) 

Jennifer Anderson 
Chris Davis 

Christine Coe 
Phil Alcock (2025) 

Paul Furneaux None 
 

TREASURER TREASURER TREASURER TREASURER 
Les Sheppard Robert Lewis Bernie Brooks Jackie Bouette 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH 
COUNCIL (until) 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH 
COUNCIL (until) 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH 
COUNCIL (until) 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH 
COUNCIL (until) 

Les Sheppard (2026) 
Val Sheppard (2028) 
 
 

Sue Stephens (2026) 
Alison Hunter (2027) 
Alan Morgan (2028) 

Robert Masters None 

DISTRICT CHURCH 
COUNCIL 

DISTRICT CHURCH 
COUNCIL 

DISTRICT CHURCH 
COUNCIL 

DISTRICT CHURCH 
COUNCIL 

Frances Davis 
Angela Wood 
Graham Deall 
Mandy Campbell 
Carole Bentley 
Stuart Gibbs 
  

Funso Banjo 
Lee Davies 
Sue Pittman 
Juliet Shipton 
Vince Fabbri 
Phil Bousfield 
Dennis Whitehouse 

Janet Masters 
Julie Todman 
Lynne Woodland 

Derek Hill 
Rachel Orford 
Maureen Bowles 
Christine Henshaw 
Mari Flack 
John Hampson 
Trish Wicker 

STEWARDS STEWARDS STEWARDS STEWARDS 
Catherine Benbough 
Joan Bradshaw 
Anne Deall 
Graham Deall 
Chris Friend 
Angela Gambling 
Stuart Gibbs 
Ian Grant 
Carol Heath 
Paul Hunt 
Trevor Jones 
Joyce Leach 
Val Sheppard 

Jonathan Morley 
Christine Morley 
Alan Morgan 
Brad Martin 
Donna Martin 

Bernie Brooks 
Amanda Furneaux 
Paul Furneaux 
Janet Masters 
Robert Masters 
Shinete Maunze 
Jim Rose 

David Bowles 
David Jones 

DCC SECRETARY DCC SECRETARY DCC SECRETARY DCC SECRETARY 
Joy Eayres 
 

Maureen Baker Amanda Furneaux Trish Wicker 

DEPUTY CHURCH 
WARDENS 

DEPUTY CHURCH 
WARDENS 

DEPUTY CHURCH 
WARDENS 

DEPUTY CHURCH 
WARDENS 

Trevor Jones 
Val Sheppard 

Jonathan Morley 
Vacancy 

None None 
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2025 ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING ELECTIONS 

 
CHRIST CHURCH EMMANUEL SAINT JOHN THE 

DIVINE 
SAINT MARY THE 
VIRGIN 

CHURCHES TOGETHER 
BILLERICAY 

CHURCHES TOGETHER 
BILLERICAY 

CHURCHES TOGETHER 
BILLERICAY 

CHURCHES TOGETHER 
BILLERICAY 

Stuart Gibbs Pauline Randall 
Christine Morley 
Jonathan Morley 

None None 

PARISH 
SAFEGUARDING 
REPS/LEAD 
RECRUITERS 

PARISH 
SAFEGUARDING 
REPS/LEAD 
RECRUITERS 

PARISH 
SAFEGUARDING 
REPS/LEAD 
RECRUITERS 

PARISH 
SAFEGUARDING 
REPS/LEAD 
RECRUITERS 

Faith Benbough Sue Pittman 
Rita Fabbri 

Amanda Furneaux Maureen Bowles 
 

ELECTORAL ROLL 
OFFICER 

ELECTORAL ROLL 
OFFICER 

ELECTORAL ROLL 
OFFICER 

ELECTORAL ROLL 
OFFICER 

Joy Eayres Sue Stephens Amanda Furneaux  David Bowles 
 

PLANNED GIVING 
OFFICER 

PLANNED GIVING 
OFFICER 

PLANNED GIVING 
OFFICER 

PLANNED GIVING 
OFFICER 

Julia Moreton Brad Martin Janet Masters Jackie Bouette/ 
Michael Ginn 
 

PCC STANDING 
COMMITTEE REPS 

PCC STANDING 
COMMITTEE REPS 

PCC STANDING 
COMMITTEE REPS 

PCC STANDING 
COMMITTEE REPS 

To be agreed at DCC 
meeting on 2 June. 

Christine Coe 
Maureen Baker 

Paul Furneaux 
Linda Russ 
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PCC Secretary’s Report  
The Billericay and Little Burstead Parochial Church Council have met four times since the 2024 
APCM and have had an additional motion passed by a full PCC e mail vote. The Standing 
Committee has also been activated 4 times. Prominent issues for discussion have been the 
process for recruiting a new Rector and managing the parish during the interregnum. Other 
issues discussed included, Faculty Applications, Deanery Synod / Churches Together in 
Billericay, minutes of District Church Council meetings, review, and update of Parish Policies: 
and of course, Good News from around the parish. 
Alan Morgan, PCC Secretary 
 
Parish Electoral Roll Report  
In accordance with the Church Representation Rules, a new Electoral Roll has to be prepared 
every six years, which is this year.  The 2025 Electoral Roll is summarised as follows:  
 
Christ Church   70  decrease of 35 
Emmanuel   98 decrease of 23 
St John the Divine  24 decrease of 8 
St Mary the Virgin  32  decrease of 9 
 
Team    224  this is a decrease of 74 on 2024 
 Amanda Furneaux, Parish Electoral Roll Officer 
 
Basildon Deanery Synod 2024 
Synod met four times in 2024 with presentations from the CEO of the Diocese, Michaela 
Southworth, on the Parish Share scheme; the Gregory Centre on Mission and Growth; and Becky 
Hills, Diocesan Giving Advisor. In addition, members carried out an exercise in Ministry Mapping - 
sharing the various ways each parish is engaged with their own community. 
Revs Jeremy Noles and Steve Lissenden were elected to Diocesan Synod, along with lay reps 
Mary Edwards and Nnamdi Ndukwe. Steve’s subsequent appointment to Rawreth and 
Rettendon gave rise to a clergy vacancy, filled by Rev Simon Law. In October, Rev Michael Hall 
became Vicar of Great Burstead and St Nicholas, Laindon and Rev Karen White was licensed 
Associate Priest alongside him in the benefice. Delays in paperwork meant Billericay and Little 
Burstead waited more than six months after successfully interviewing a candidate for Team 
Rector before he could be appointed. Rev Chris Arnold is due to be installed Rector on 18 March 
2025. 
Christine Coe, Lay Chair, Basildon Deanery Synod 
 
BillericayChurches.org Website www.billericaychurches.org  
The BillericayChurches.org website is very important for our team churches. It is a central point 
for information, news and resources not only for church members, but also the wider public who 
may be seeking information about church service times, activities and enquiries. Importantly the 
site is designed to work on mobile devices as well as computers as most people use their phones 
or tablets these days to access the internet.   I make changes on behalf of Emmanuel, St Johns, St 
Mary the Virgin and St. Mary Magdalen Churches when requested. Recently, at the request of 
Margaret Fowler, I have been working to bring the Christ Church website up to date and useable 
on mobile devices. This work is ongoing and not yet completed!  The 'Latest News' section could 
be improved by having more content; something that has been amiss since Paul Carr's departure 
in November 2023. 
Richard Shipton 
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Billericay Foodbank 
Proverbs 31 v 8 – ‘Speak up for those who have no voice, for the justice of all who are 
dispossessed’.  

As Christians, whose faith is incarnational, we have a responsibility to see the bigger picture and 
to offer challenges to the social, political, and economic systems that foster injustices, 
inequalities and ways of living that are so different to those recorded in the gospel narratives as 
having been talked about by Jesus. However, we must also attend to the needs in front of us, and 
so at Billericay Foodbank (BFB) we work hard to maintain the reliable and consistent provision of 
weekly food support.    

2024 was another busy year for the Billericay Foodbank (BFB). 

● We serve around 100 households every week, encouraging people to come to the 
Foodbank rather than relying on deliveries, and now have 70% of our households 
collecting direct. This takes us back to our original practice, which we had to suspend 
during lock-down.  

● We have continued to receive donations from a wide range of sources, including 
churches, schools, youth uniform organisations, supermarkets, local companies, 
community organisations, sports clubs and numerous individuals and families who 
regularly drop off food and the other items we need.   

● We have organised our own fund-raising events and been the beneficiary of activities 
arranged by other groups. 

● New volunteers have joined us throughout the year, with others, who have supported us 
so faithfully, changing role or moving on to new things.               

We continue to recognise and respond in the best way we can to the needs of the families and 
individuals whom we support, but we know that so many of those we assist have other, often 
complex needs. In response to these additional needs, especially as they affect those households 
who have been using BFB for over 12 months, the Trustees decided to embark on a two-stage 
project to be completed over a period of nine months:  

Stage 1 of this project has been completed. A questionnaire was sent out (with around 95% 
returned) and a dedicated team of volunteers made follow-up telephone calls, to gather further 
information about the reasons why people have sought support; any changes in their 
circumstances; barriers preventing change and the expected length of time for using foodbank 
support.  
The analysis of this information will be used to develop other ways to support individuals and 
families, as well as a better data set for fund bids. Hopefully, we will also be able to have a 
clearer focus on what impact involvement with BFB has had on those who use the service. 
 
Stage 2 involves looking at other models of tackling food poverty, visiting other projects and 
producing a development plan tailored to addressing the identified needs of our households, 
either directly or through sign posting, with an implementation programme that includes 
provision for financial sustainability into the future.  

Volunteers Drawn from across the whole community, the 100+ volunteers are the human-face of 
BFB, and through their contact with families and individuals they show in practice the values that 
continue to underpin our work. These values might be summarised as; being non-judgemental; 
easy to access; non-bureaucratic and offering a friendly welcome.  
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The feedback received from the various telephone surveys that have been undertaken, (including 
the most recent), clearly demonstrates the appreciation with which the service offered by BFB is 
received. As well as the food, people especially value the social contact they have with the 
volunteers each week, frequently commenting about how respectful and kind they find them.   

What this means is that the core values of BFB, established from day one, are embodied in the 
way in which we perform the routine tasks.  

Social Media 

Social media has come to play a big part in the life of BFB. A regular and lively presence on social 
media pages has maintained a profile that has helped to increase donations and kept the work of 
BFB at the forefront of people’s minds. , 

Into the Future 

In 2025 we want to grow our vision and through the project outlined above to think more widely 
about how the ministry of BFB might impact on the situations facing those people with whom we 
have developed relationships over the  ‘longer-term.’   
We remain thankful to those Team churches who provide a place for us to receive donations, and 
to all for their regular prayers. These give us great encouragement and provide a vital support for 
this ministry.  
We look forward in faith to the coming year, knowing that God is all love and ever faithful, 
provides abundantly to meet our needs and whose heart is for the poor.  
Jim Rose  Chair, BFB Board of Trustees 
 
Churches Together in Billericay 
The CTB Church Leaders continue to meet monthly to share, plan and pray together. 
Some of the community events which CTB have been able to support were: 
Remembrance Sunday Service:- involved Church Leaders and Community Pastors. 
Refreshments were provided afterwards in St.Mary Magdalen. 
St.Mary Magdalen, the Church in the High Street, was a welcome place for everyone during 
the Mayflower Rotary Christmas Market on 8th December 2024 from 11-5pm. 
The church was set out ‘café style’. We served around 700+ hot drinks with mince pies. 
Gary Bott, Community Pastor from the Baptist Church, hosted throughout the day and choirs 
from the Anglican Churches, Baptist and The Most Holy Redeemer Church each sang Carols and 
Christmas songs. We also had an organist from the Methodist Church. 
The prayer area was very much appreciated by many, and candles could be lit, and prayers 
written. We had a steady stream of local people and visitors.  £700 was received in donations, 
which were divided between St.Mary Magdalen and the Foodbank.  
The Christmas Day Lunch 2024 at Emmanuel Church was a great success with lots of positive 
feedback. Cat Calcott, from Christ Church and Sonja Nokes, from Emmanuel volunteered to 
organise the event at very short notice. 
There was a huge turnout of 28 volunteers (including children) on Christmas Eve who arrived at 
Emmanuel to help set up the party.  As the team worked away in the kitchen, 49 volunteers, 
including a 1-year-old, and several other children, assisted throughout the day. 75 Meals were 
served and some were delivered, drivers collected the guests and took them home after 
watching the King’s speech. The guests went home with food and gifts.  
It had been a very successful event and CTB wished to express a vote of thanks to Cat and Sonia 
for all their hard work in taking on the leadership of the event at such short notice. There was 
encouraging feedback of ongoing contact with one lady who had attended the lunch. 
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Guests comments  
 “I thought it was absolutely wonderful, I am on my own, I am 91. It was the best thing, everyone 
worked so hard and made it special”. “I am 93 and I had the best time”.  

Volunteers  
“I keep reflecting on today and the conversations had. I feel grateful to have been a part of a 
wonderful day created”, Carly Kemp  
“Isn’t it amazing, that kindness and love is just so infectious!”, Kay Westrap  

“Thank you for the opportunity to volunteer, looking forward to doing it all again next year 

Prayer and Praise evenings have taken place across the churches. Billericay Baptist Church was 
the host in January, when Chris Arnold was interviewed and able to meet everyone there. 
 
Schools Ministry Billericay 
Schools Ministry Billericay provides a Christian presence and support to the local schools 
whenever it is wanted, needed and appropriate. Part of our vision as a charity is to make 
beneficial contributions to the wholeness of the school communities, both individually and 
collectively. 

SMB has continued to work across all school years with Bible storytelling and 
teaching, lunchtime clubs, supporting school staff pastorally as well as with resourcing. SMB 
aims to create opportunities for reflection, awe and wonder, whilst providing safe spaces and 
trusted people who can ^ offer prayer and provide a crisis response when needed. 
Over the last year, SMB offered a variety of events for primary pupils: Prayer Spaces, Well-being 
Spaces as well as Amazing Christmas and, of course, Life Expo. 
Three of our four members of staff are also part of a larger Community Pastors Team, which 
provides  pastoral contact and support in both Billericay secondary schools during the lunch 
periods.  
Joan Godfrey 
 
The Indoor Market: 
It is now 7 years since I started the monthly Indoor Markets at St Mary Magdalen 
following on from being Authorised as a Pioneer Minister. A real community spirit has 
developed and the atmosphere at recent markets has been buzzing! I am still receiving 
new enquiries from potential stall holders. The lunches have proved to be very popular. 
The markets are now contributing on average around £400 a month to SMM. This has 
accumulated to about £16,000. With expenses for equipment for use at St. Mary’s of 
around £2,500. The Foodbank continue to support the setting up and the running of this 
event with me; as well as giving them the opportunity to promote and receive donations.  
We do have fun, and it is always a joy to be together and meet the people that come 
along. 
Pauline Randall  Indoor Market Administrator 
 
Mothers Union 
Billericay MU have had another busy year with a variety of interesting speakers and events. These 
have included Lent Reflections led by Pauline Woolnough and a Quiet Day at Pilgrim's Hall led by 
Pauline Randall. Our Annual Strawberry Tea was, once again, kindly hosted by the Shrubbs and 
amazingly we were blessed with another beautiful day. 
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We marked the Global Day of "16 days of Activism against Gender Based Violence " by a short 
Service in St Mary Magdalen remembering that 1 in 3 people are affected by Gender Based 
Violence Worldwide.  
Having donated toiletries to Changing Pathways for the past few years, we decided to donate 18 
Real Advent Calendars to the Food Bank for distribution to needy families in Billericay. The Food 
Bank received several messages of thanks which is a measure of how much they were 
appreciated.  
A big thank you to our members and friends who have generously supported us and enabled us 
to raise money vital to support the many projects at home and abroad.  
In 2023 MU supported 2. 8 million people directly and indirectly with Literacy Programmes, 
Skills Training and Savings Groups in Africa, AFIA holidays and trips in Britain and All Ireland, 
raising awareness of Important issues and distributing items to the needy.  
Merrill Knight   

 
Safeguarding 
We do not have a Parish Safeguarding Officer. Please refer to individual churches’ ADCM reports 
as each church has their own Safeguarding Officer.  
 
Chaplaincy at St.Mary Magdalen 

I haven’t been able to develop the Chaplaincy as much as I had hoped to; mainly because the 
interregnum has resulted in all the LLM’s at Emmanuel filling the many gaps over the past year or 
so. I try to get to the Monday Coffee Drop-in and have chatted to people there. I recently 
attended the Essex and East London Chaplaincy Day at Brentwood School. This was very useful 
especially for networking and ideas for what could be done in the High Street going forward. 

Pauline Randall  Chaplain SMM   
 
 
 


