
Suggestions for Sunday Worship! 
 
Thank you for being willing to be involved in our worship by contributing to our: Music; Bible Readings; 
Prayers; and the many other valuable areas of ministry included on our service schedule!  In order to enable a 
sense of continuity, and appropriateness, in our worship, I’d like to make one or two suggestions to help you 
in your preparation:   
 
Bible Readings Reading through the passage in advance can be helpful. This ensures you feel comfortable 
with any long and unfamiliar words and names. Read with confidence, being your natural self, but try to 
reflect the appropriate mood, and pace, of the passage you are reading. Please introduce your reading with 
the title on your service schedule NOT the heading in the Bible (this avoids confusion and follows the sermon 
series theme!).  At the end of your reading, pause for a few moments before declaring: This is the word of the 
Lord, as the congregations responds: Thanks be to God. This is a reminder that it is God’s word we read and 
want to apply to our lives.  
 
Prayers Please read through the Bible passage as you prepare. It may also mean listening more closely to a 
talk now and again – if your prayers follow the talk!  Can I encourage you to respond to the theme of the 
service, and our time of worship, in your prayers. I realize that many of you prefer to write out your prayers in 
advance, and that’s fine, but don’t be afraid to be spontaneous and to experiment with different styles - this 
may be through the use of: PowerPoint; Open Prayer; Bible Verses; Background Music; Starter Points; Small 
Groups; I'm open to anything you might like to experiment with - let me know what ideas you have and we 
can work together to make it work! It would be good if your prayers could conclude with the Lord’s Prayer.  
For those of you who are down to pray at Family Services (usually the first Sunday) please involve both your 
own and/or church children and members of the Uniformed Groups by encouraging them to write, and pray, 
their own prayers. Can I also remind you that our prayers are essentially intercessory prayers and should 
include prayers for our Community, Nation and World – the monthly Prayer List is a helpful guide for this. 
Might I also encourage you to keep your prayers to a reasonable time limit, say, 5 to 7 minutes?   
 
Prayer Co-ordinator Pauline Woolnough coordinates the prayer life of Emmanuel, which means that she is 
also responsible for passing on information regarding topics for prayers at our Sunday services. This will help 
to ensure that, in the longer term, the (broader) life of our Community, Nation and World are prayed for on a 
regular basis. Hopefully, Pauline will be kept up to date (by myself and others) as to current prayer needs, i.e. 
Missionary Links; those who are sick and bereaved etc. Please make contact with Pauline as you prepare and, 
indeed, if you have any requests for, or answers to, prayer. Pauline can be contacted on 623082 or via email: 
pauline.woolnough@billericaychurches.org 
  
Before the Service Whatever your involvement in our Sunday services, can I encourage you to arrive in good 
time to set up and/or prepare. This lets me, and others involved in the service, know that you have arrived and 
it also gives us the opportunity to pass on any last minute information you may need.  At about 9.50am, the 
Prayer Ministry Team, and others involved in the service, meet in the Chapel to pray. It would be good if you 
could join for part of this - if only for a few minutes.  It is extremely important that we commit ourselves to the 
Lord in prayer as we seek to serve others through the various ministries each of us are involved. 
 
I realise that some of what I have written may seem rather daunting, however, I want you to know that I am 
available to help in any way I can.  Please don't be afraid to make contact with me on 658055 or email me at 
paul@billericaychurches.org  If you are unable to fulfil the slot allocated to you, please inform myself or the 
service leader when you swap and make a note on the copy in the vestry.  
 
Thank you, again, for being willing to serve the Lord through your involvement in our Sunday services. I pray 
the Lord’s blessing on you, and our church family as, together; we minister to God’s glory.  
 
With every blessing in Jesus’ precious name, 

  
Revd Paul A. Carr (Team Rector) 
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